
Audio Script

Presenter (P): Hi, everybody. I’m Jeremy Blackwood and this is your weekly ‘Outlook for the Future’. In today’s programme, we are going to talk about studying abroad. To make it more realistic, I’ve invited two graduates of well-known American universities and colleges. They’re going to tell you what steps to take to study abroad. So, let’s start. What actually made you go abroad to study? Was it your dream or perhaps your parents’ choice? 

Ewa(E): Well, in my case it was me who made – I guess – the right decision. I think the majority of young people nowadays do dream of going abroad, not to mention studying there, but very few actually do it or at least believe that it may become a reality one day. 

Tomek(T): I agree. Everybody knows that studying abroad gives you a unique chance to learn about the culture and atmosphere of another country. But many people are discouraged by the long and complicated procedures that have to be dealt with before you go. 

(P): That’s exactly what I wanted to ask you about. What did you have to do before you went abroad? 

(E): Obviously, it is clear that money is the key problem. Most people lose heart at the first stage because they realise they couldn’t afford it even if they got accepted into a university. Hardly anyone can. To be honest – I couldn’t. I didn’t have S70,000 to spend on university education. 

(P): OK, then. So, how did you manage it? 

(T): It is possible to find the money even if you don’t have rich parents. It takes a lot of time and effort but it is possible. All you have to do is convince someone that you are worth it. 

(E): True. You must start thinking about it early so that you have enough time for sending letters, receiving replies and so on. I began a year before I went abroad. First, you’ve got to consult various institutions like embassies, consulates, libraries which have experience of this kind. They have books, leaflets and advice. From my experience, I can tell you that not all the assistants are competent. It is good to find out as many addresses as possible. Newspapers and magazines can be very helpful. Look for foundation programmes for students. 

(P): What do you do then? 

(T): Just write to them and present yourself – like I did. Prepare a CV and a letter describing your plans and send them to a number of sponsoring institutions, you know, places that might give you money for your studies. 

(P): How long do you have to wait for their reply? 

(T): Well, you don’t always get an answer, or it takes some time to get it. Some of these institutions need additional documents or filling in an application form. What is important is that you should treat your education as a kind of investment. The companies which are willing to sponsor your studies abroad must be sure that it is a good investment for them. If they find your application interesting, you will be asked to come for an interview. 

(P): Still a long way to go. All right. But that’s something to talk about after the break. 

(adapted from The World of English)
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